NEW MILLENNIUM ENGLISH
Unit 1 Lessons 5   Town vs gown
Objectives
Ss will be able
•   to compare the two oldest universities of Great Britain
•   to appreciate some aspects of student life in the UK
Skills development
Ss will
•   read for specific information 
•   listen for gist and for specific information
•   practise storytelling from pictures
•   become more aware of the importance of informal spoken discourse
Grammar
Expressions with comparatives:
Much, a lot, far (= a lot), a bit, a little, slightly
the Adj + er the better
Useful expressions
Connectives:
On the one hand..., on the other hand; whereas; while
	Procedure
	
	
	

	Stage
	Purpose
	Classroom management
	Time

	1. Warm-up
	to introduce the topic
	whole class
	 3 min.

	2. Reading
	to elicit cross-cultural information to practise reading for information for specific information to present facts for further use in the language work
	individual work pair and group work
	20 min.

	3. Language work
	to enlarge active vocabulary on the topic to present expressions with comparatives and connectives to practise comparing information
	individual work pair work whole class
	5 min.

	4. Listening
	to practise listening to an anecdote for gist and for specific information to provide material for storytelling
	individual work
	15 min.

	5. Speaking
(homework)
	to review linguistic / textual features of an anecdote to practise storytelling from pictures
	pair individual work
	 2 min.


1. Warm-up (3 min.)
– Look at the picture and answer the questions.
•   Who do you think it is?
•   What is the cyclist wearing?
•   Who might wear such a piece of clothing? 
Students discuss the questions in pairs for one minute and then answer.
2. Reading (20 min.) (Приложение 1)
– Answer the questions.

•  What famous universities do you know in our country and abroad?

•  Which are the oldest universities in Britain? 
•  What do you know about them?

These questions will prepare students to read for information. 
– Study the information about the British universities.

• Do the tasks.

• Fill in the table.

Students discuss the questions with the whole class and compare the answers.
Task:
I. Answer the questions.
1. What does Oxbridge mean?
2. Which of them is older?
3.  What makes these universities quite differ​ent from any other?
4. How long is the course of study?
5. What is the function of the University?
II. Fill in the gaps.
1. Only ...  people send their children to Ox​bridge.
2. Each college is ... and ... .
3. The University is an administrative body, which ....
4. Chancellor is elected for ... .
5. Proctor's job is to ... .
6. The largest colleges have ... students.
7.  Oxford as a city had existed for at least ... years.
8.  The first regular quadrangle had  ...  Col​lege.
9. The most popular sports are ....
10. All the students have to wear ... .
III.  Fill in the table.
	University
	The time of
foundation
	Number
of colleges
	The oldest
college
	The most
famous
college
	The main
characteristic
feature

	Oxford
	
	
	
	
	

	Cambridge
	
	
	
	
	


3. Language work (5 min.)
– Work in pairs or in small groups. Discuss the following questions using the information from the text.
1.  Which university would you prefer to study at in our country or abroad and why?
2.  Which grades do you think you need in your school-leaving certificate to enter these uni​versities?
3.  Where do you think is it more difficult to study?
4. Listening (15 min.) (Приложение 2)
– Listen to a local resident of Cambridge telling some funny stories about student life there.
•   Say if the following statements are true (T), false (F) or not stated (NS).
a) The speaker is a Cambridge graduate.
b) She tells stories from her own experience.
с) There are three main stories.
d) The stories are all true. 
In the first listening students will have to understand the main points only and answer in the following way T/F/NS 
Answers:
             a)  F – She used to be a local resident.
             b)  NS – Not all of them are from her own experience.
             c)  Т – There are three main stories.
             d)  T – She gives the evidence of how and when the stories happened.
– Listen again and choose the correct answer. 
1. “Town & Gown” means:
      a)  relations between the city and the University.
      b)  relations between the students and professors.
      c)  relations between the students.
      d)  relations in the University Administration.
2.  It is better to be shown around Cambridge by a local resident because:
      a)  the tourist brochures are not available. 
      b)  а local resident can show you some interesting places.
      c)  there are no guided tours in Cambridge.
      d)  the University is far from the city.
3. One of the decorations – a complete sphere – from Clare College bridge:
      a)  fell into the river.
      b)  was stolen by tourists.
      c)  was broken by the students. 
      d)  was removed by the students.
4. Rag Day is:
      a) the day when students have exams.
      b) the day when students collect money for charity.
      c)  the day when students of Oxford and Cam​bridge compete.
      d)  the day when holidays begin.
5. On top of the Senate House on one of the Rag Days there was:
      a)  a cart.
      b)  a cow. 
      c)  a car.
      d) a bicycle.
6. “The Senate House Leap” is:
      a) a kind of athletic competition between Oxford and Cambridge students. 
      b) a jump from roof to roof.
      c)  a jump on the ground not less than 8-9 feet wide.
      d)  an athletic competition between Cambridge students and professors.
Students write in a column numbers from one to six in their copybooks.
Answers: 1a 2b 3d 4b 5c 6b
5. Speaking (homework) (2min.)  

Look at the following pictures and tell the story using the flowchart and the Language Support box.                                                                                                                                     
Приложение 1
Oxbridge
Oxford and Cambridge are the oldest universities in Great Britain. They are called Oxbridge to denote an elitarian education.
Only rich people send their children to the universities. The main characteristic feature of these universities is the tutorial (that means the individual tuition).
The normal length of the degree course is three years, after which the students take the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Some courses may be a year or two longer.                                                                                        Oxford and Cambridge universities consist of a number of colleges, each self-governing and independent. Before 1970 most of all Oxbridge universities were single-sex (mostly for men). But now the majority admit both sexes. The administrative body of the University consists of the Chancellor (who is elected for life), the vice-chancellor (who is in practice the head of the University, and is ap​pointed annually by the Chancellor) and two proctors, whose job is to maintain discipline and who are appointed annually. Each college has its staff called “Fellows”.
The University is merely an administrative body, which organizes lectures, arranges examinations, grants degrees. Each college has its name. Most colleges have their own dining hall, library and chapel.
The University has laboratories and research institutes and other educational facilities. All the lectures are organized by the University. In every college there are students of various specialities but each student follows his own course of study.
The largest colleges have more than 400 stu​dents, the smallest have less than 30.
Oxford is one of the oldest universities in Europe. It didn’t come into being all at once. Oxford had existed as a city for at least 300 years before scholars began to resort to it.
The end of the 12th century saw the real beginning of the University. The first group of scholars lit Oxford may have been joined by others from Paris, from other parts of Britain. A characteris​tic feature of Oxford is that many traditions of the Middle Ages are still current there. One of them is that the students have to wear gowns.
The earliest college buildings seem to have no definite plan. They expanded as the need for more room arose (the Queen's College). New College had the first regular quadrangle.
Perhaps the most famous colleges are Christ Church, University College and All Souls. Nowadays there are 29 colleges for men, 5 for women and another 5 have both men and women members.
Oxford is a place of great beauty, but it is not just a shrine to the past. It is a living entity and its historic buildings are the homes of masters and stude​nts whose learning, thinking and ideas have a profound influence on culture, education, science and politics. Many eminent world-known scholars and scientists have been educated at Oxford. All the graduates of Oxford never forget “spirit of Oxford”.
Cambridge University dates back as the 13th century. Today there are more than 30 colleges. The University is situated on the River Cam. The colleges line the right bank. The oldest university is Peterhouse (founded in 1284) and the most recent is Robinson College (1977). But the most famous is the King’s College. The building is the real example of English 15th century architecture.
Until 1871 the University was only for men. In 1871 the first women’s college was opened. In 1970s most colleges admitted both men and women.
Students at Oxbridge have different societies and clubs. Different sports are very popular. But the most popular sports are rowing and punt​ing.
Every year at the end of March (or in early April) a contest between Oxford and Cambridge universi​ties take place on the River Thames. The course is the 4 1/4 mile stretch of river. The race usually starts at midday or at 3 o’clock. 
Приложение 1

Tapescript.  Although I didn’t study at Cambridge, I am actually a local person, I was born and bred in Cambridge. And perhaps I should tell you right from the start that there’s always been a little bit of... a bad feeling between those people who come to Cambridge to study at the university and those people who live there. And sometimes in the past the bad feeling actually resulted in some fights and things, but these days it’s not usually like that. But there is still some ... some sort of feeling that the people in the university just come down to study for a few weeks each year and try to tell the city how it should develop or not develop and so on, which really isn't any of their business because they don’t really live there. So that’s just a little bit about the traditional relationship between what’s called “town and gown”, gown being university gowns. It’s a beautiful university. If you haven’t been there you should go and visit it, er, perhaps one of the good things about having a guided tour of Cambridge by someone who’s a resident is that they will likely tell you some things you won’t find in the tourist brochure. I’ll give you three examples of interesting things to go and look at if you go to Cambridge.
One of the colleges is called Clare College and it’s right in the centre of the town next to King’s College and like many colleges it’s on both sides of the river and it has a bridge across the river and Clare Bridge is an old Renaissance bridge built out of stone and on the top of the bridge there are big stone ... er... circles like globes, complete spheres and there are a certain number along each side of the bridge. If you put your hand round the back of about the fifth or sixth one along on the left hand side from the main college you'll feel something very strange: the back of it is missing. And there’s an interesting story of how it came to be missing. Er, it was removed by the students. Every year the students collect money for charity and the day when they collect that money is called Rag Day and they do all sorts of crazy things to get the money. And one year they removed this big stone ball off the top of the bridge and then auctioned it to the College to get money to return it and in doing that somehow something went missing from the back of it.
They’ve also done some very strange things. For example, another famous building ... it’s almost next to Clare College, very close by is the Senate House, it’s a big building – several storeys high and one year... er, in the morning, when we woke up there was a car on top of the building. Nobody really knows how the car got up there, but there it was. It was another joke for Rag Day. So there are all these strange things that students do and there are many traditions like that. Another thing that was very common, I don’t know if it’s still being done, was something called the Senate House leap.
I mentioned before the Senate House building, down the side of the Senate House building is a very narrow lane and next to that is Caius College. And there used to be a competition called the Senate House leap. You have to climb to the top of Caius College and jump across the lane and land on the Senate House. Remember, this is several stories up and though the lane is narrow – it’s probably about eight or nine feet wide – it’s not an easy jump! So you can see that as well as being clever the students were also ... er, you might say brave, you might say reckless – I am not sure what you call it – but there used to be all kinds of competitions that were famous in the University. So that’s something about some of the customs, and there are many more I could tell you about.
