17 марта — день памяти покровителя Ирландии, святого Патрика (St. Patrick's Day). 
Предлагаю вам методическую разработку к этому празднику.
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Святой Патрик, по преданию, принес христианство на языческий остров и изгнал всех змей. В честь святого Патрика устраивается парад с песнями и плясками, ирландское пиво льется рекой. 17 марта — праздник не только ирландского святого, но и ирландской души. Этот праздник перерос национальные границы и стал своего рода международным днем Ирландии. В разных городах мира — в Нью-Йорке, Буэнос-Айресе, Мельбурне празднуют день святого Патрика. Яркие шествия, парады и гуляния людей, одетых в зеленое (национальный цвет Ирландии) заметны всюду, где проживают ирландцы. В петлицу в этот день вдевают клевер, символ Ирландии и удачи. С именем святого Патрика связано множество легенд, например, о том, что он с помощью трехлистного клевера объяснял людям понятие Святой Троицы. «Так же, как три листа могут расти от одного стебля, так и Бог может быть един в трех лицах», — это фраза святого уже стала хрестоматийной. 

 Some biographical facts
Saint Patrick is one of the symbols of Ireland, in fact, he is considered the man who drew the country to Christianity. And he did it almost bloodless . The Irish began to celebrate the day of his death ( March 17) as a national holiday since the X or XI century, and during this time many legends and fables appeared, and it's celebration became rather fun ritual. The man we know as St. Patrick was actually born not in Ireland but in Britain, his real name is Mevin Sukkat. He was not Irish but British. His father came from a rich Roman family. In his youth Mevin didn't show much interest in religion, but everything changed when he was 16. At this age, he was captured by Irish pirates and sent into slavery by the leader of one of the Irish clans. For six years Mevin was a shepherd, at this time he went to God and earnestly prayed day and night. According to legend God helped him to escape from captivity and return home.
Legends associated with the name of St. Patrick
There are several miracles connected with the name of St. Patrick. For example a man raised his sword, stood rooted to the spot until he became more friendly; the Easter fire that Patrick lit stayed on, despite all efforts of the Druids. The exile of snakes from the territory of the island was a miracle too. Another legend associated with the symbol of this day - a shamrock, it is believed that Patrick used it to convey the people the essence of the Trinity: God is one in three persons as well as the three leaf clover growing on one stalk.
Leprechauns are the funny St. Patrick's Day companions. They are the small fairy creatures that sew shoes for other mythical creatures. Leprechauns conceal somewhere their pot with treasure. Someone who will catch them, leprechaun must tell where the treasure is stored. Indispensable action of this day is a street parade, which is attended by orchestras and people in original and funny costumes. There is a tradition to paint ponds green in some American cities.

