The prickly purple thistle is the national emblem of Scotland. Ever present in fields and pastures throughout Scotland, thistle has been Scotland's emblem for centuries. The first use as a royal symbol was on silver coins issued by James III in 1470. The plant, which grows to a height of five feet, has no enemies because of vicious spines that cover it like armor plating.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many different stories of how the Thistle became Scotland's symbol, but most point to the events surrounding the Battle of Largs in 1263. It is generally forgotten that for more than 600 years most of Scotland was part of the Kingdom of Norway. By 1263 Norway seemed to have little interest. King Alexander III proposed to buy back the Western Isles and Kintyre, still Norwegian territory. However this re-awoke Norse interest and King Haakon IV attacked with a large force, but was finally defeated at Largs. At some point during the campaign the Norsemen tried to surprise the Scots with a night attack. It was deemed unwarlike to attack an enemy in the darkness of the night, instead of a pitched battle by day; but on one occasion the invaders resolved to avail themselves of this stratagem. In order not to be heard they removed their footwear for a silent approach on the sleeping Scots.

As they neared the Scottish force unobserved it is said that their leader stepped bare footed on a superb prickly thistle and instinctively uttered a loud cry of pain. His painful shout warned the Scots who discovered the assault and ran to their arms, and defeated their Norse foe with a terrible slaughter, thus saving Scotland. The role of the thistle was then understood, and was chosen as Scotland's symbol, with the motto "Nemo me impune lacessit", "No-one harms me without punishment" but more commonly translated in Scots dialect as "Wha daurs meddle wi me".

Hope this story of Scotland's history is of interest.

To ask a question or to see many great  products that proudly display Scottish thistle visit our ebay store!

Колючие фиолетовый чертополоха является Герб Шотландии. Всегда присутствует в поля и пастбища по всей Шотландии, чертополох был эмблемой Шотландии на протяжении столетий. Первое использование как Королевский символ был на серебряных монетах, выпущенных James III в 1470. Завод, который растет на высоте пяти футов, имеет врагов не из-за яростного колючки, которые охватывают как броня обшивки.
Есть много разных историй, чертополоха, как стал символом Шотландии, но большинство указывают на события вокруг Битва при Ларгсе в 1263 году. Обычно забывают, что для более чем 600 лет большая часть Шотландии была частью Королевства Норвегии. По 1263 Норвегии, как представляется, имеют мало интереса. Король Александр III предложил выкупить Западные острова и Кинтайр, еще территории Норвегии. Однако это вновь проснулся интерес скандинавской и король Хокон IV атаковали с большой силой, но была окончательно разгромлена в Largs. В определенный момент во время кампании скандинавы пытались удивить шотландцев с ночной атаки. 

