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Modern Tendencies In Cross-cultural Education.

                                                                                “I never teach my pupils; I only
 attempt to provide the conditions in 
                                                                                                   which they can learn.”
                                                                                                 (Albert Einstein)
The modern world is constantly and rapidly changing. Today’s young learners are not the ones our teachers were trained to teach. They want to be respected and trusted. They want to express their own opinion. They want to do and learn things that are interesting and useful for them. They want to cooperate and communicate with peers using the tools of time. That’s why the nature of education is changing. Teachers face new challenges. They should teach their students 21st century skills (critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, teamwork, cross-cultural education, effective communication, accessing and analyzing information).
One of the requirements of modern world is to be able to communicate with people from different cultures (cross-cultural communication).The necessity of learning about cultures other than one's own for better communication and understanding has increased. Teachers of English need to develop skills of effective communication, collaboration, and social interaction in their students so that the former could appropriately interact with people from different cultures. It can be possible through cross-cultural education.
 The term cross-cultural education is often used interchangeably with intercultural education. A definition of cross-cultural education is that it involves a mixture of cultures in which a student is made aware of his or her own and other cultures that comprise his or her education. Intercultural education can be provided both in class and outside it. 
One of the tendencies in cross-cultural education is international partnership. Co-operation with educational organizations of the world (such as AFS- Intercultural Programs, American Councils for International Education (ACTR ACCELS), UNESCO) and participating in international programs and projects (FLEX, UNESCO Associated Schools, Fulbright Program) are an effective way of forming students’ intercultural awareness.
Another tendency in global education is using digital technologies which double in power every year. It gave birth to a new type of students who require digital tools to live and work. They are the so-called “digital natives”. Students are not just using technology differently today, but are approaching their life and their daily activities differently because of the technology. They want to play on-line games, write and check e- mails, talk to friends using their laptops, smartphones, tablets, etc. They want to buy things via internet, and look up things that they really like. So. why not turn students’ “trendy toys” into effective means of learning? Many of the gadgets nowadays have internet access. It provides students with connection between people all over the world, access to up-to-date information which gives a perfect opportunity for cross-cultural education. 
A range of educational online activities includes searching information (Wiki), social networking (Facebook, Google +, My space, Student Room), blogging and micro-blogging (Live Journal, Twitter), photo – and video sharing (Flickr, YouTube), podcasting and screen casting (Audacity, Jing), etc. Different communication programs and applications can also be a powerful tool in the process of learning about other cultures (Skype, IM, ICQ).
Here are some of the examples how teachers of English could use digital tools to provide cross-cultural education:
-Facebook (connect with native speakers through groups, make an opinion poll on the topic of interest, follow the world news); 
-Twitter (follow feeds relevant to the topic of studying, ask questions, share opinions; create a chat between people, classrooms, schools);
-Skype (hold online conferences, lectures, connect with other classrooms);
-YouTube (ask students to shot a video clip on a certain topic and upload it on YouTube, wait for other people to comment it and present the results in the class).
 However, teachers shouldn’t waste time on learning to use these new tools themselves, it’s impossible to keep up with them. Tools come fast, too fast to master. Students already know how to use these tools. The motto of a modern teacher should be: Don’t change but adapt and give more control to students. A new way for learning – not kids being taught, but kids teaching themselves. Teachers have to move from the role of a “lecturer”, “controller”, “ruler” to “guide”, “partner”, “coach”. The role of technology is to support this partnering. 
To sum up, teachers should take into consideration fast changes happening in education nowadays and the fact that modern students have new demands including cross-cultural education. Co-operating with international organizations, participating in various educational programs and using modern digital tools for learning about other cultures can make the process of teaching more effective.
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